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Town/City: = Town of Eastham 


Place: (neighborhood or village): 
South Eastham 


Address: 305 State Highway 


Historic Name: Knowles — Collins House 
Uses: Present: single-family residence 

Original: single-family residence 
Date of Construction: ca. 1862 
Source: vital records, censuses, historic maps 
Style/Form: Greek Revival/crosswing 
Architect/Builder: unknown 


Exterior Material: 
Foundation: brick 


Wall/Trim: wood shingle/wood 


Roof: asphalt shingle 


Outbuildings/Secondary Structures: 
Barn, attached 
Barn, 1987 

Major Alterations (with dates): 
Sun porch added to front, mid-20" c. 
Rear connecting ell enlarged, mid-20" c. 
Two-story wing added, late 20" c. 


Condition: good 
Moved: no] yesL] Date: 
Acreage: 5.648 


Setting: The house and associated buildings are situated 
on the State Highway amid dense roadside development 
comprised of historic properties and more recent summer 
cottages. It overlooks Town Cove across the highway. 
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[_] Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

The Knowles — Collins House, built ca. 1862, is a story-and-a-half wood frame single dwelling with a crosswing plan and 
connected outbuildings. The front-gable wing has a fagade framed by corner pilasters with an entrance offset by two windows on 
the first floor and two windows in the gable, which is distinguished by a modest cornice with returns at the base. The doorway 
has a simple architrave. The north of the house is featureless except for a tall frieze running along the eave line. Evidently there 
is an interior stair hall on this side with two principal rooms on the opposite side. The roof of the crosswing is lower. Its front is 
concealed within a later sun porch with a central pedimented entrance; a shed roof dormer was added to the roof. A large rear 
ell attached to the rear of the crosswing links the house to a small story-and-a-half front-gable barn. The ell has been increased 
in size and an overhead garage door has been installed in the barn. A two-story wing has been added recently to the south side 
of the barn. Another recent addition is a large gambrel roof barn constructed in the rear of the house in 1987. It is connected to 
the rear ell of the house by a small hyphen. 


The house is sited at the front of a five-plus acre lot set back from the highway behind a large open lawn. A driveway enters the 
north end of the frontage and runs to the rear of the house and to the barn. A large meadow opens up in the rear of the property. 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE 

The earliest history of the house now numbered 305 State Highway is difficult to determine. Its deed history leads firmly to 1879, 
when Richard Smith Myrick (1855-1929) acquired two parcels with dwellings and outbuildings. He acquired one in late March of 
that year from his father John Q. Myrick (1832-90), who in 1866 had bought three-quarters of a house, its outbuildings, and its 
three-acre lot from his wife’s family.’ In 1851 Myrick had married Mercy Lincoln (1835-1911), and together they owned the other 
quarter part of the property. The grantors were, with Mercy Lincoln Myrick, children of James Lincoln (1797-1865) and his first 
wife Mercy Mayo (1802-43) of Orleans—Hinckley Lincoln (1829-1912), Thankful Lincoln Knowles (1841-1924) with her husband 
Ezra Knowles Jr., and Mary Ann Lincoln Southard (1824-99) with her husband George. Clearly, they had inherited the property 
from their father after his death the year before. 


The son of Joseph Lincoln (1770-1842) and his wife Phebe Walker (born 1773), James Lincoln had acquired his father’s 
homestead and part of his land in 1833, nine years after his marriage to Mercy Mayo.” Some part of the 305 State Highway 
property could have been that which Joseph Lincoln acquired by deed from his father-in-law William Walker Jr. (1730-1816) in 
the year of Walker's death. Walker had lived in Eastham since at least 1790 and was taxed on a dwelling in 1798. Joseph 
Lincoln and his father, also Joseph, were also taxed on dwellings in 1798. 


In June 1879 Richard S. Myrick purchased the second parcel from his brother-in-law Ezra Knowles Jr., who had acquired an 
acre of land with a house and outbuildings in 1862 from Joseph C. Mayo of Orleans.? In 1856 the parcel had belonged to 

Jabez Sparrow (1790-1863), who had lived at 175 State Highway (EAS.2) since about 1830. In that year Sparrow sold his son 
and namesake two parcels—two acres on the west side of the State Highway with a house and outbuildings, and the other a 
quarter of an acre opposite the house on the east side of the road with a shop standing on it—for $600. About two months later 
Jabez Sparrow Jr. (born 1832) sold an acre of the land he owned on the west side of the road to his older brother Caleb for $75; 
the deed does not mention the presence of buildings.* By the time Caleb Sparrow sold the property in 1861, a house and 
outbuildings stood on the property, though the 1860 census shows him in this neighborhood with no real property. Caleb 
Sparrow probably was living in James Lincoln’s homestead. 


1 John Q. Myrick to Richard S. Myrick, 28 March 1879, BCD 136:479. 

? William Walker to Joseph Linkhornew, 8 June 1816, BCD 999041:396 (house, yard, 12 cleared land, 2 acres salt meadow); Joseph Lincoln to 

James Lincoln, 25 January 1833, BCD 20:29. The Lincoln surname was spelled Linkhornew in early documents. In 1816 and 1817 Joseph 

Lincoln also bought a lot with a house on it south of his own property from Samuel Freeman and Freeman Knowles Jr. (BCD 999041:397 & 

398). 

3 Ezra Knowles, Orleans, to Richard S. Myrick, 9 June 1879, BCD 224:264; Joseph C. Mayo, Orleans, to Ezra Knowles Jr., 28 April 1862, BCD 

80:136. 

4 Jabez Sparrow to Jabez Sparrow Jr., 2 June 1856, BCD 62:298; Jabez Sparrow Jr. to Caleb Sparrow, 26 August 1856, BCD 63:134. 
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Born in 1824, Caleb Sparrow was a mariner and a fisherman who in 1845 married Mercy Parsons of Orleans and was living 
there with her and their son Amos in 1850.° The 1860 census shows him in this South Eastham area with his wife, child, and, 
unaccountably, no real property. In March 1861 Sparrow sold the house and its acre lot to Joseph C. Mayo of Orleans for $600, 
and Mayo sold it about a year later to Ezra Knowles Jr. for $687. Knowles was a housewright, and it is possible that he built the 
existing house at 305 State Road before selling it to his brother-in-law Richard Smith Myrick. Or it was Myrick, also a carpenter, 
who built the house after he purchased the property in 1879. 


Richard S. Myrick had grown up either in in the Lincoln household or nearby in his parents’ home; his father, a mariner born in 
Eastham, was living in Truro when he married in 1851 and had returned to this South Eastham neighborhood by 1855. The 1865 
state census lists both him and his eleven-year-old son Richard as mariners in a household with Mercy Lincoln Myrick’s father 
James, then a sixty-eight-year-old laborer. By the mid-1870s Richard Myrick was working as a carpenter in the Boston area, but 
he had returned to Eastham within a few years and in 1877 married Paulina Frances Sparrow, daughter of Samuel Sparrow of 
South Eastham. She died in late March 1881 at the age of twenty-six, and in early April Myrick sold 305 State Highway and its 
acre lot to Walter O. Knowles for $600.’ “Capt. Walter O. Knowles has recently purchased the house last owned by Mr. R. S. 
Myrick, and will move in as soon as he is released from the life saving station,” the Barnstable Patriot reported in late April 1881. 
“His infant son, who has been dangerously sick is considerably better. Mr. Myrick, whose household has been broken up by the 
death of his wife, enjoys with his little son, a temporary home in the family of his father, Mr. John Q. Myrick.” But son Raymond 
Lee Myrick, not quite two years old, died in July. The Barnstable Patriot noted that he was the “sixth little boy taken from our 
neighborhood since the last of February,” and Eastham death records document that most of these children died of scarlet fever 
or scarletina.® 


The son of Freeman Knowles (1831-1909) and his wife Joanna F. Smith (1829-95), Walter Osborne Knowles (1852-1914) grew 
up further north, at 1220 State Highway (EAS.17) and married Wellfleet native Addie F. Dyer in 1879. He worked as a fisherman 
at that time, but soon after his marriage he became keeper of the Life Saving Station at Nauset. He and his family lived at 305 
State Highway until 1896, when Knowles sold the property to Asa M. Stubbs for $1200; by 1900 Knowles was working as a 
carpenter and living in Taunton, where he died in 1914.° Born in Wellfleet in November 1833, Asa Mayo Stubbs and his sister 
Susan were orphaned—their mother Susannah Collins of Eastham died in 1835, and father Elkanahn died in 1837—and were 
sent to Eastham to live with grandparents Freeman Knowles Sr. (1779-1843) and his wife Martha Mayo (1791-1851). The 1850 
census lists the two as teenagers in the widow Martha Knowles’s household. Asa Stubbs first went to sea as a fisherman at the 
age of fourteen but soon joined the crew of trading vessels running mostly to the Mediterranean. On his last oceanic voyage, at 
the onset of the Civil War, his vessel was damaged on the Grand Banks and drifted for six weeks; the crew ate raisins and some 
peas meant for planting until they reached the Hatteras Inlet, where a vessel carrying provision for the Union Army rescued 
them. He later worked on trading vessels plying the Great Lakes. In 1859 Stubbs married Sara Ridley in Maine, returned to 
Eastham in 1862. The 1865 Eastham census lists him and his wife as renters in this South Eastham neighborhood. In 1869 
Stubbs, his wife, and their two sons moved to Boston, where he worked as a teamster and expressman. From 1880 to the time 
he returned to Eastham he ran a boarding and lodging house in Boston’s North End. The 1900 Eastham census lists Stubbs as 
a farmer living with his wife Sarah on State Highway. In 1902 the town taxed him a house valued at $750, a barn at $200, a shop 
at $50, hen and brooder houses at $225, 457 chickens, a horse, and 13.5 acres of land. 


In March 1905 Stubbs sold 305 State Highway and its lot along with four other parcels to Lewis Henry Collins (1866-1931) for 
$1350, and the property remained in his family for nearly seventy years.'° The son of Thomas Collins of Wellfleet and his wife 
Louisa Horton of Eastham, Lewis Collins grew up in North Eastham; his father, born in Charlestown, was a mariner, who died in 


5 On 19 September 1844 Jabez Sparrow (then Jr.; his father, also Jabez, died in 1846) published a notice advising people not to trust “my son, 
Caleb Sparrow, as | shall pay no debts of his contracting after this date.” 
§ Caleb Sparrow to Joseph C. Mayo, Orleans, 13 March 1861, BCD 76:414; Joseph C. Mayo, Orleans, to Ezra Knowles Jr., 28 April 1862, 
BCD 80:136. 
7 “South Eastham,” Barnstable Patriot, 12 July 1881, 3; Richard S. Myrick to Walter O. Knowles, 2 April 1881, BCD 191:397. Myrick’s carpentry 
is documents in Yarmouth Register, 8 April 1905, 8, and 28 December 1907, 3; and Barnstable Patriot, 15 May 1905, 4. He died in Orleans in 
November 1929; see “Orleans: Richard S. Myrick,” Hyannis Patriot, 28 November 1929, 6. 
8 “South Eastham,” Barnstable Patriot, 26 April 1881, 1, and 12 July 1881, 3. 
° Walter O. Knowles to Asa M. Stubbs, 16 April 1896, BCD 224:77. “Our Life-Savers,” Boston Sunday Herald, 25 December 1881, 4, states the 
Knowles had been keeper at the Nauset Station for four seasons. 
10 Asa M. Stubbs to Lewis H. Collins, 11 March 1905, BCD 271:149. Stubbs moved to Cotuit and died there in 1912; see “Cotuit: Death of Asa 
M. Stubbs,” Yarmouth Register, 1 June 1912, 3. 
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1887. In 1886 Lewis Collins was a mariner working on a West Indies trading vessels and in the oyster fishery, possibly for 
Boston oyster dealer Joseph S. Stubbs.'1 By 1889 he was a surfman at the Nauset station. In 1893 he married teacher Eva 
Weston Wiley, a Wellfleet native, and in 1896 son Bernard was born. By 1910 he was living at 305 State Highway with his wife, 
sons Bernard and Lewis Weston (born in 1905), and his wife’s widowed mother Mary Wiley Young. By 1920 Collins had retired 
from the Life Saving Station and had become a building contractor and carpenter; he may have worked with son Bernard, who 
developed the summer cabins known as Collins Cottages along Town Cove in 1928 and 1929. By 1930 Lewis H. Collins was 
working in the shell fishery, and he died in 1931.'2 The 1940 census shows his widow Eva at 305 State Highway; next door was 
her son Lewis W. Collins, his wife Elizabeth Frances Hopkins of Orleans (they married in 1934), and their daughter Judith; 
daughter Pamela was born two years later. Lewis W. Collins had graduated with Tufts College with a degree in civil engineering 
and then managed Nickerson Lumber Company in Orleans. 


Eva Wiley Collins died in 1942, and her property passed to son Lewis. He may have rented 305 State Highway. He died in 1958, 
and his widow married again, to Wilfred O. Worthing of Eastham in 1964. In 1981 Elizabeth Worthing deeded the property to 
herself and her two marriage daughters, and in 1984, two years after Worthing’s’ death, her daughters sold the property to 
Richard John and Susan Comeau. Richard Comeau, a mechanical engineer, died in 2016, and Susan Comeau was the owner 
of record in 2020."° 
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1 Like Asa M. Stubbs. Joseph Andrew Stubbs was a native of Wellfleet, but their kinship, if any, has not been determined. 
12 “| ewis H. Collins,” Hyannis Patriot, 2 April 1931, 2, states that he, not Bernard, had “developed a small colony o summer cottages near his 
home.” 
13 Elizabeth F. Worthing, East Orleans, to Elizabeth F. Worthing, Pamela Nicholson, Bernardston, and Judith A. Stoehr, South Dennis, 13 
November 1981, BCD 3395:200; Pamela Nicholson, Bernardston, and Judith A. Stoehr, South Dennis, to Richard J. and Susan Comeau, 1 
June 1984, BCD 4131:56. See also Affidavit, Elizabeth F. Worthing, Orleans, 29 June 1971, BCD 1517:248. The 305 State Highway property, 
now on a much larger lot, is shown as Lot 1 on being 5.649 acres and shown as Lot 1 on “Plan of Land in Eastham, Mass. as Surveyed and 
Prepared for Elizabeth F. Worthing,” September 1973, BCP 277:12. 
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PHOTOGRAPHS 


(credit Larson Fisher Associates, 2019 unless otherwise noted) 


View from NE. 


View of barn from SE. 
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